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“It’s been a joy working with Justin over the past few years on Op-eds and 
political roundtables. Justin has a remarkable understanding of economics and 
explaining his viewpoints for my Millennial generation. An economic and 
political book for Millennials, by a Millennial.”—Jeb Bush, Jr. 

“Vélez-Hagan promises common sense in this primer on economics and 
delivers with a clear, conversational writing style. Those new to the study of 
economics will appreciate the author’s translation of economics jargon into 
plain English. And for those previously turned off by the ‘dismal science’ 
Vélez-Hagan provides a refreshing and demystifying take on the economic  

policy issues that capture the attention of both traditional and social media.”—Ryan R. Brady, United States Naval 
Academy 

“Mr. Velez-Hagan offers the perfect blend of core foundational principles for understanding how markets and 
governments should work, relevant discussions of essential 'Economics 101' subject matter that students and the citizenry 
at large ought to be thinking about, and pragmatic real-world examples to make his points.”—Charles Davidson, New 
York Law School 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

Economics really is just common sense, but few understand the basics. This book explains the basics of economics in 
simple, easy-to-understand language. Topics include most of the themes presented in an Economics 101 course, as well as 
a number of end-of-chapter discussions on the policies relevant to economics today. 
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Justin Vélez-Hagan is an economic policy researcher at the University of Maryland-Baltimore County. 
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